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 STATE OF INDIANA 
 _____________________ COURT 
 
 
In The Matter Of:       CASE NO: ______________ 
___________________________ 
A Child Alleged To Be A Child 
In Need Of Services 
 
 ORDER ON INITIAL HEARING 
 
 

The Indiana Department of Child Services, (DCS) appears by counsel, _____________, 
and by (Family Case Manager)(Intake Officer) __________________, and the child 
__________________, (appears in person) (is excluded for good cause shown upon the record).  
The parent(s) (guardian) (custodian), ______________________, appear in person.  
 

[ ]   Under Ind. Code 31-32-6-2, the public is excluded from all proceedings in this case. 
 
The CHINS petition comes on for Initial Hearing.  
 
The Court finds: 
 

[ ] it is appropriate to appoint a guardian ad litem or court appointed special advocate 
for the child and now appoints ___________________________. 

 
[ ] it is appropriate to appoint a guardian ad litem or court appointed special advocate 

for the child and takes the specific appointment under advisement. 
 
 

The Court advises the parent(s) (child) (guardian) (custodian) of the material allegations 
of the petition, the rights of the parent(s) and child, and the right to be represented by counsel. 
 

[ ]_______ (mother/father) requests a continuance to obtain counsel.  
 

-OR- 
 

[ ]_______(mother/father) requests appointed counsel, and the court holds hearing and 
finds that the parent has insufficient means to hire private counsel, and appoints 
___________________ to represent the parent. 
 

An additional Initial Hearing is now set for the _____ day of _____________, ____, at 
__________ __.M. and the parties are ordered to return to court at said date and time without 
further notice.  

 
The court orders that DCS is responsible for placement and care of the child. 
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The legal settlement of the child is ___________________________and the DCS shall 

provide notice required by Ind. Code 20-26-11-9. 
 
A review hearing is set for ______, 20___, at ____a.m./p.m. 
 
A permanency hearing is set for ________, 20__, at ___a.m./p.m. 
 
 
 
 

SO ORDERED this _____ day of ________, 20___. 
 
 
 

_______________________________ 
Judge 
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